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crisis develop at the time without realising it as a mighty portent. Modern civilisation is little else but the Germanic people clustered round the coalfields of the world. Political power in the twentieth century is wealth, and that consists of industrial strength. The blood of the Nordic people has permeated the world supported by this monopoly of the substance of industrial power. Whatever assistance science can bring it is difficult to imagine anything but extinction in the path of Great Britain, unless coal remains an essential lirtTc in chain of power. Coal, therefore, had ceased to be a question for economic consideration, and had become a purely political question of the highest magnitude.
Among the coal workers are the finest of the race, with the unfortunate exceptions of the alien elements that certain Welsh and Scottish employers imported in the days of laisser-faire. It is an industry with features of permanence and tradition, unlike the modern luxury trades which only foster dislocation and political instability. The royalty owners can for the most part be trusted to spend their fortunes according to some tradition of decency and not upon the frivolities of the modern profiteer. The best of British capital is sunk in the pits. Alien and Jewish control is rare. Although the wave of moral decadence has affected all the capitalist class, the coal-owners at least remain undivided in racial allegiance. It was because agriculture was inarticulate that the full weight of protest against the modern system arose in the nation's second vital industry. The land and the sea offered geographical impediments to the political organisation of farmers and fishermen; the miners were not so badly placed to demand justice for the producer.
After the country had refused the principle of control in industry in 1906, the landmarks in the road of catastrophe were clear to anyone with imagination. First, came the greater civil war among the coal-producing and power-controlling Germanic peoples. At the Peace of Versailles this disorder was never settled, and with the unwise aid